with HIV-2, an apparently less virulent strain of the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), provided natural protection, estimated at approximately 70%, against in- fection with HIV-1 in a cohort of female sex workers in Senegal (1. This finding rests on the significantly lower HIV-1 incidence rate over a 9-year period among HIV-2-infected women [1. 06 per 100 personyears of observation (PYO) in tables 1 and 2 of the report (1) (2) . The protective effect of HIV-2 cannot be assessed with the use of crude incidence estimates. The baseline risk for HIV-1 infection must be comparable between the HIV-negative and HIV-2-positive groups, and this was accounted for in our study design and analysis (2) . Further, these two studies (1, 2) were distinct in the research questions that each addressed, criteria for subject enrollment, and follow-up and analysis. The HIV-2 protection study (2) population was composed of registered sex workers; some of these women represented a subset of the study population described in Lancet (1) , but there are three important differences between the two studies. First, HIV-positive individuals were eligible for enrollment in the HIV-2 protection study (2) , while the Lancet study (1) 
